Improving SOil Health
v Outagamie County

Planting info a green cover crop

In Spring,
the cover
crop residue
will prevent
ruvoff until
the manure
finds i+s way

into the soil. residue.

Applying low-disturbance manure to a
planted corn field with a cover crop

Applying low-disturbance manure to a
growing cover crop after corn silage
harvest.

This type of manure application allows the
cover crop to keep growivg and helps
reduce mavure ruvofe.

Cooperating Partners

Agronomist/
Conservation Plawer

Soil health is a growing interest in Outagamie
County. Soil health is an assessiment of how well soil
performs all of its functions now and how those
functions are being preserved for future use.
Producers’ involvement v soil health ranges from
implementing soil health practices across their whole
farm to beginiing with trials. The process +o build
healthy soils and capitalize on its benefits can take
several years. The amount of long-term benefits
received by improving soil health depevds on a vyear-
to-year commitment to continnous soil health
practices, covering crops, and reducing tillage. This
multi-year process requires a covtinious commitiment
by the producer +o plan for the future to avoid
missteps.

Practices are typically cost-shared on a vearly basis
without aw incentive for continuous soil health
practices which leads to a lack of an awnal
commitment to follow continuous soil health practices.
For example, we've seen wmany producers plant a fall
cover crop with cost-share funding, but the followivg
spring the field would be traditionally tilled with no
other soil health practices used during the remainder
of the year. We've also seen a lack of plavning result
in uvforeseew challenges that lead +o a failure or
li+tle gain towards healthy soils.

To combat the planving and commitiment challenges,
in 2019 Outagamie County Land Conservation was
awarded grants from the Great Lakes Sediment and
Nutrient Reduction Program (GLSNRP) and +the
@reat Lakes Restoration Initiative (GLRI)
through Fox-Wolf Watershed Alliance. These grants
provided 3 years of cost-share funding +o 7
producers. The cost-share programs consisted of a
commitment to continuous no-till and cover crops for
3 years on the acres the producer chose. This cost-
sharivg helped with practice installation and provided
producers with the additional planning needed +o
avoid challenges or failures. The commitment +o
continue soil health helps producers find a system of
soll health practices on their farm that works in
most years and allows them to see the benefits of
soil health in their fields seoner.

Overall, implementing the soil health practices and
planning has been successtul. Each croppivg season
we've learned new things that we use +o make
adyustments for the following year. These things
include correcting planter setup for proper seed
placement and adjusting fertilizer rates to adapt to
conservation tillane and cover crop use. This sprivg
we learned that manure needs +o be applied at lower
rates in the spring +o avoid corv germination issues.
we will be compiling and sharing all the things we've
learned thronghout the remainder of the gravts, T+
is our goal to provide this information to producers
to use as a tool to aid in decision-making as they build

their soil health.
- ndly Kicfer




